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Victory Everlasting Gospel Free Seventh-day Adventist Church
September 3, 2016 

The title of today’s sermon is:
“The Hour... Is Come”
Let us pray …

Revelation 14:6 says, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth…” What is the everlasting gospel? Could we say that it is present truth? For the antediluvian world, wasn’t the message Noah preached for 120 years present truth? Therefore for those before the flood, Noah was preaching an everlasting gospel, wasn’t he? The results of the present truth gospel Noah preached were everlasting. There is an everlasting gospel for this, the last generation on planet earth. And that would be the three angel’s messages. Now in what book of the Bible do we find the three angels messages? Yes, Revelation. What chapter? Yes chapter 14. And what verses?  Yes, 6 through 12. Today and the next two times I will be preaching, we will explore each of the three angels messages. 

Really, just how important are the three angel’s messages? I read this from the Spirit of Prophecy, which is the testimony of Jesus, therefore listen closely, Letter 97, 1902, “The theme of greatest importance is the third angel's message, embracing the messages of the first and second angels. All should understand the truths contained in these messages, and demonstrate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to understand these grand truths.”--Letter 97, 1902.

Based on what I just read, how important are the three angel’s messages? Understanding the truths contained in these messages and demonstrating them in our daily life, is essential to salvation.

We will be looking at the first angel’s message today, but first I would like to share some of my personal thoughts about what I have observed happening in our beloved Seventh-day Adventist Church. I was raised a Methodist and discovered Bible truth at the age of 21. For 56 years I have witnessed the majority SDA church go from a legalistic tendency to a very liberal posture. Why did this happen? Sets of two words come to my mind…peer pressure, sleeping virgins, liberal philosophy, Jesuit infiltration, satanic intervention…And you can pick any two word group, as they all apply.
I have seen a trend away from what makes our denomination unique and peculiar. It is my belief that the majority within the church wants to be liked and to be accepted by all of Christianity, as a mainstream religion. Is it a case where we are afraid of being labeled legalistic, bigoted or politically incorrect, that we are in danger of losing our distinctiveness?

Terms like inclusiveness and pluralism are words heard outside the church and inside as well. Is it a case where we have forgotten that we are to be inclusive of all people? But not theologies. Yes we are to be plural as far as being a body of believers of all nations, but we are not to be plural as far as Bible doctrine, teachings, practices and standards.

Many of the nominal SDA churches no longer hear what is preached here in Victory. If you visited some of them, you may ask individuals, “What was the last time you heard a sermon on the three angel’s messages?” Some newer members may reply they never have, while some older members may say it’s been a very long time. That is because there has been, for some time now, a drought in the pulpits of these nominal churches.

There was a time that the official logo of the Seventh-day Adventist church was the world with three angels flying around it. That has been scrapped in favor of an open Bible with a cross and a flame. It is a logo that is ecumenical and could be used by any Christian denomination, as you see it is neither distinct nor is it controversial. I believe it is an insult to Jesus who made us a distinct denomination. The International Association of Free SDA’ logo is distinct.

So this denominational trend has been to make us popular with the world in general and other Christian denominations in particular. I tell you this, that if we were living the way we are supposed to be living and when we are teaching what we are supposed to be teaching, we will not be loved, we will not be popular, we will not be admired, but we will be persecuted. Am I saying that we are to go out of our way to be peculiar? No, I am saying when we are doing what we are supposed to be doing, we will be at odds with the world.

Turn to John 15:18, 19, Jesus said, “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
Why does the world hate God’s true people? Because they are not of the world. They are different. Now notice John 17:14-17, “I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” What makes God’s followers different from the world? The word of God.

2SM Page 385 says this, “There is to be no compromise with those who are worshiping an idol sabbath. We are not to spend our time in controversy with those who know the truth, and upon whom the light of truth has been shining, when they turn away their ear from the truth to turn to fables. I was told that men will employ every policy to make less prominent the difference between the faith of Seventh-day Adventists and those who observe the first day of the week. In this controversy the whole world will be engaged, and the time is short. This is no time to haul down our colors.  

A company was presented before me under the name of Seventh-day Adventists, who were advising that the banner or sign which makes us a distinctive people should not be held out so strikingly…” Letter 12 1886 “Our people have been regarded as too insignificant to be worthy of notice, but a change will come; the movements are now being made. The Christian world is now making movements which will necessarily bring the commandment-keeping people to notice. … There are plans and movements being set on foot to enslave the consciences of those who would be loyal to God. The law-making powers will be against God's people. Every soul will be tested. … Every position of our faith will be searched into, and if we are not thorough Bible students, established, strengthened, settled, the wisdom of the world's great men will be too much for us.”--Letter 12, 1886.   
Brothers and sisters, we desperately need to diligently study God’s word and understand scripture, particularly the distinctive aspects of our message, such as the Sabbath, the Sanctuary and the three Angel’s messages. We need to understand them that we can teach them in such a way that it meets people’s needs and speaks to people’s practical experience.

When you read Revelation 14:6-12, would you not agree that the messages here are of vital importance? There is no doubt about it. When you read the three angels messages they are both urgent and of critical importance. 

9T page 19 says, “In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and light bearers.” What are SDA’s to do? They are to watch, which is a defensive role. And they are to be light-bearers which is an offensive role.

It goes on to say, “To them has been entrusted the last warning for a perishing world.” The last what? Warning. Continuing, “On them is shining wonderful light from the word of God.” We know that Jesus is the light of the world but didn’t Jesus also say in Matthew 5:14, “Ye are the light of the world.” He is the true light, but He said we are light. In other words Jesus is like the sun and we are like moons. As He shines truth on us, we are to shine on others. Just as the sun is the true light source, the moon receives it and reflects it to earth. It is useless to us if we soak up all the light in Bible studies, camp meetings, convocations and seminars, and then keep it to ourselves. We have put our light under the bushel. Going on, “They have been given a work of the most solemn import--the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are to allow nothing else to absorb their attention.”  {9T 19.1} Did you hear that? “There is no other work of so great importance.”

There is more, “The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world. The proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be warned, and God's people are to be true to the trust committed to them.”


Now let’s go to Revelation 14:6. “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people …”  The message is a world-wide message and God’s people must be preaching and teaching the everlasting gospel. Do you believe we are living in the last days? Well if we are living in the last remnant of time, do you believe that the three angel’s messages are the last messages to go to planet earth? How would you know? Well the first angel’s message is in verses 6 and 7 which we are studying today. The second angels message is in verse 8 which we will study next Sabbath and the third angel’s message is in verses 9-11 with a description of God’s true people in verse 12. Verse 14 says, “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.” That’s Jesus with the sickle and we know that will be the second coming. There is no further warning messages to this world after the three angel’s messages.

The three angel’s messages are present truth. Do you understand what present truth is? Present truth is not the same in every age. What was present truth in Noah’s day is not present truth today, however the signs of the times are similar. Tell me, what was the present truth in Martin Luther’s day? It was “Righteousness by Faith,” where we are saved by grace apart from the works of the law, as the church in Luther’s time was into legalism.

What was present truth in John Wesley’s day? Was it the same as Luther’s day? No. It was just the opposite. People had felt they were under grace so that they could live as they pleased. So God raised up John Wesley to call attention to the Ten Commandments.

It was similar in the time of the apostles. Paul preached the same message of Luther; that we are saved by grace through faith, because Paul had to deal with legalists. James had to correct those who misunderstood Paul by saying, although we are saved by grace through faith without works of the law; that because we are so justified, then the faith will produce good works which is the evidence of our faith. James also said if you have faith, but you do not have good works, you are a liar. 

So God raises up present truth, according to the particular needs of the moment in the historical flow. Present truth today is the three angel’s messages. You will not hear any other denomination preaching them because they do not understand them. 

How long do you think the three angel’s messages will be present truth? Since it is the last message of warning until Jesus comes, how long will it last? People can only decide where they stand, on God’s side and receive His seal, or with the majority and receive the mark of the beast, up until the end of probation.

And we, the modern day Noahs, have the privilege of giving this present truth. Or will we be like the antediluvians who heard the message, and told no one? Why were they telling no one? Evidently they didn’t want to appear fanatical to their peers, or they just didn’t believe it. Or if they did believe it, maybe they thought it was way in the future, after all it had been the same message for 120 years. Were they saved? The three angel’s messages have been preached for 172 plus years. If we really believe Jesus is coming soon, are we giving these messages to anyone? Would Jesus inspect us for fruit and find nothing but leaves?

The message is to go to all the world. Is where you live in the world? Do you realize that you may be the only messenger in your neighborhood, perhaps in your whole town?
Now let’s get a close up look at the first angel’s message in verse 7 of Revelation 14, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.”

This verse is pregnant with meaning. “Saying with a loud voice…” If your neighbors were either in their back yard, enjoying the weather or let’s say in the front of the house playing with their children and you were the only person that knew a tornado would strike your neighborhood within 20 minutes, would you warn them? Do you realize that something far more devastating than a tornado will strike them all and you may be the only person in that neighborhood that has eternally lifesaving information? Have they heard your warning message, or is it a whimpering sound too ashamed to speak? This is for keeps. Can the Lord one day say, “Well done good and faithful servant,” when all heaven sees nothing good or faithful in our witnessing? 

There are two elements that begin and end the three angel’s messages. What are they? Worship and obedience. We will expand and enlarge on this when we do the third angel’s message. In the first angel’s message it tells us to worship the Creator. But it also says, “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God…” To fear God is to give Him honor, respect and to have this reverential awe of God that causes us to be obedient. As it says in 2 Corinthians 7:1 “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” Fear God involves obedience to His will, keeping His commandments and perfecting holiness. Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that (what?) do his commandments: …” What do those have that choose not to keep the commandments? They have neither wisdom, nor do they have a good understanding. Amen? 
So what do we have embodied in those two words, “Fear God?” We have the “Righteousness by Faith” message.
What else is in the first angel’s message? “Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; …” Here is the right arm of the gospel, the health and temperance message as well as dress reform. Give glory to Him. We give glory to God by recognizing the fact that our bodies are not our own, that we are the tenants with a God-given responsibility to keep these soul temples in the best possible condition. Look at 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20, “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: (what price? Christ on the cross) therefore (what does it say?) glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” Give glory to Him. We give glory to God by eating right, thinking right, dressing right, speaking right and living right. 

What else do we find in the first angel’s message? “…for the hour of his judgment is come.” The first angel’s message was being preached in the fullness of time, back in the 1830’s, warning of a coming judgment. The date, 1844, was correct; the manner of the event was not understood, until after 1844. But on October 22nd 1844, Jesus left the Holy Place in the heavenly sanctuary and entered the most holy place, to begin the investigative judgment. So we have the judgment hour message and the Sanctuary message coupled in the first angel’s message. 

Next we have a call to worship the Creator. Continuing with verse 7 of Revelation 14, “…and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.” Where else in scripture do we find this type of wording? We find it in verse 11 of Exodus 20, the call to worship God by remembering to keep holy God’s seventh day Sabbath, verse 11 reads, “For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.” So here in the 7th verse of Revelation 14, “…and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters,” we have a call to worship our Creator by keeping the Sabbath. And by worshiping the Creator we give evidence to our belief in the origin of all things, which is contrary to the theory of evolution. Brothers and sisters in the first angel’s message we have the following: 

1.
Righteousness by Faith message;

2.
A call to obedience to His commandments;

3.
The health and temperance message as well as dress reform;

4.
The judgment hour message;

5.
The Sanctuary message;

6.
The message on God’s seventh-day Sabbath, and;

7.
The origin of all things, divine creation. 

Seven is God’s number for completeness and here in verse 7 of Revelation 14, the first angel’s message, we have seven Bible doctrines.

Unfortunately, some of us have a tendency to want to jump right into the third angel’s message on the mark of the beast, without laying a proper foundation. They want to tell people that the Papacy is the beast of Revelation 13 and Sunday keeping is the mark of the beast.

Is that how you were brought into this church? Or did someone take you through a series of Bible doctrines that led you to such a revelation? We’re not to give the third angels message first. All three are to be presented in their proper order with their connected teachings and all three must be given till probation ends. 

I close with this from the Spirit of Prophecy, the Testimony of Jesus, found in the 6th volume of Testimonies to the Church, page 17, “The three angels of Revelation 14 are represented as flying in the midst of heaven, symbolizing the work of those who proclaim the first, second, and third angels' messages. All are linked together. The evidences of the abiding, ever living truth of these grand messages, that mean so much to the church, that have awakened such intense opposition from the religious world, are not extinct. Satan is constantly seeking to cast a shadow about these messages, so that the people of God shall not clearly discern their import, their time and place; but they live and are to exert their power upon our religious experience while time shall last.”  {6T 17.4}

Let us pray…
